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Dept, of Classics 

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY 
KINGSTON, ONTARIO 



■:■'■■' - 26 September 1968 

Dear Dr , ITiehols: 

Thanks for your letter of ?3 September regarding the Carcano 
and' ehronographing. ' 1 ' , 



. Enclosed are a few recent- ads for- Care ano and ; ammunition. Also 
included is a list of gun dealers who probably have ' the gun, or who 
can tell* you where to"" get it. fyx 

'The rifle described as ferni Carbine 'is the Care ano . After the 
assassination most distributors to ole the rifle off their -lists, but. 
later put it back' under tfcirfUunes' Terri Car bine-: and, I think:, Italia 
Special, or something like- that.. You can be fairly certain that if 
an advertised rifle is 6. 5aiai and Italian, it is the Carcano. 

' There .are' a couple of models on the market , so If you order, 
be sure to specify what you want. 

' I suspect that some distributors -have -the authentic scope, too, 
especially the west coast: distributor svV r - 

r I. am, making' 1? Ians to." run. the required' test ; myself ; , and presently 
1 am not concerned with reconstructing the : situation with such exact - 
" itude that the results are absolutely valid'.' Gathering the proper 
rifle, scope 1 , '^df-aamuni t ion' " f 'would '.be e'Xp^asilre -troublesome;, • and — 
’"-'under- Hhe"- ; ''circutt'st'ah6es' — unnecessary. I can get valid results with 
; any bullet of the proper weight 1 and velocity^ for those; are chiefly 
the factors 1 that determine trajectory."./ ' 

There is" a further f actor' that- may 1 exert; an influence, and you 
can help me by measuring one of your models for me. .- 1 want' to 'know . 
the height of the. scope above the bohe., 5, Sb please tell me the distance 
between the mid-point of the scope and '"the mid-pbint of ' the bore. 

If this test proves fruitful’, and subsequently the opportunity 
- arises whereby I can easily conduct a test under most exacting condijf- 

tions, then- 1 shall do so later . - What I- get from ' this preliminary - - 

test will be more than satisfactory, for I think that the more exact- 
ing test would alter the results no more than a fraction of an inch. 



I have been offered the use of a 6.5 mm rifle which I believe 
is 6.5 mm Mannlieker-Sehoenauer . if that- is the ease,, it will be 
perfectly suitable. Canadian Industries Limited .presently manu- 
factures a 6.5 mm Mann. -ochoenauer hn±±u± loaded with a bullet of 
160 grains, with an advertised velocity of 2160 feet per. second. 
That is very close to what the 6.5 Care ano does, especially in a 
carbine . 



if I need more exact results 
to borrow an '’Oswald rifle” , scope 
getting those soon, in any case: i 



then perhaps I will make plans 

and ammo from you. I may be 

.ave a friend who want’s a souvenier , 



end I ordered one for him. 



Another firearms iss - 
question cannot he settler? • 
the evidence weapon itself, 
thing about it. it concern 



ae bothers me, but l think that the . 

,vi th tests employing a weapon other then 
so I have not undertaken to do 
Oswald’s revolver. 



•The gun was originally -manufactured for the .3BS&V,'. cartridge , 
hut subsequently' was reehr-mbered to receive the .33 Special; the 
barrel was not changed, only the cylinder, for although the bullets 
of the two cartridges are of the same diameter, the 38 Spl is linger 
and thinner than the 33 d&W. The Report contends that the j?BI could 
not secure adequate identifying characteristics from test bullets 
because the. 38 S&W bore was slightly larger than the .38 Spl bullet 
that the gun fires, and the difference in size caused the bullets 
to rattle down the bore, 

, I don’t believe that, but there is no way of proving the 
contrary without the ’evidence -weapon. Provided the rifling is 
intact, I see no reason why the .38 S&W bore should fail to imprint 
.38 Spl bullets that are fired through it. The difference between 
the .38 S&W bore and the .3 83 pi bore is a mere .005 inch. 

By chance- I have a. gun that resembles , the evidence weapon in 
.respect to the difference between bore and bullet. One of my guns 
is a Cold Detective Special, .S n barrel, which originally was chambered 
for the .38 Colt Dew Police cartridge ( .38 S&W. and .38 Colt Dew Police 
are identical; thei different designations refe3T~to the shape of the 
: bullet point) . X rechambered the gun so that it now receives .38- Spl, 
and it shoots quite well. 

Out of curiosity I fired bullets from it into soft material, 
and I had no' difficulty in discerning the imprint of the lands and - 
grooves. 

I think it unlikely that Oswald’s revolver- has had its lands 
and grooves worn thin by -use. That model was originally made with a 
4 n barrel specifically for shipment. to England during World- Par II; 
manufacturing began in 1940. The revolvers were used very little in 
the service and saw no civilian use,. After the War they were shipped' 
back to the States as surplus. Distributors shortened the barrels 
of many of them, and put them on the market. It is therefore unlikely 
that Oswald’s gun was used ver much, if at all. Even so, the .38 S&W 
is such a slow, bullet that I doubt whether a lifetime of shooting 
would cause it to lose its lands and grooves. 

If you want test- bullets from 'my gun, tell me and I shall send 



you some .- 



Still, 

Dick Bernabei 



P.S. By the way, my title is Mister, not Doctor; 
on my Ph .p . 



C7, -/o Ia(i*S h-K 



I am still, working 




